
 

MEETING SYNOPSIS  
January 15, 2020  

The following is a summary of the fourth meeting of the Elevate Advisory Council Parks and 
Recreation subcommittee. The attendance sheet is attached to this summary. The agenda 
and other meeting materials can be found on the Elevate Tuscaloosa website under 
Advisory Council > Meetings.  A discussion was held on the following topics: 

Snow Hinton Park work session 

Steve Provost (Barge Design Solutions) presented to members the master plan process for 
Snow Hinton Park. A copy of his presentation follows this synopsis as Attachment A.  He 
began by reviewing the planning process, which includes three steps: 

1. Data collection 
2. Stakeholder input 
3. Master plan development 

Data collection is currently underway and includes site inventory and analysis. This 
data will help develop recommendations for the park. The subcommittee has already 
advanced the University of Alabama (UA) Institute for Social Science Research (ISSR) to 
conduct a survey regarding Tuscaloosa’s existing park system. Barge can include the 
results of this survey as part of their data collection.  

Stakeholder input began today with this meeting serving as the first stakeholder input 
meeting. The goal of the stakeholder input meetings is to identify issues and concerns 
with the current condition of the park, as well as identify potential improvements. A 
public input workshop is the second phase of stakeholder input that will take place 
soon. Barge recommends additional meetings with this subcommittee in the future. 

Master plan development will occur following stakeholder input. It will include a 
concept development phase and park master plan phase. During the concept 
development phase, Barge plans to provide members three different “bubble diagrams” 
that will integrate features or components into the park in different configurations and 
will include cost estimates. 

Mr. Provost reviewed existing site features of the 40-acre park by category:  

• Circulation 
• Site Elements 
• Vegetation 
• Views 
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Circulation is the biggest component of the site as all site features have either 
pedestrian or vehicular circulation going through them. The main walking trail is a very 
popular three-quarter mile loop circulating around the majority of the park. Vehicular 
circulation occurs through the alley of trees in the center of the park, and the parking 
lots to the north and south. The park is also adjacent to U.S. Highway 82 (McFarland 
Boulevard) and Hargrove Road. Both are very busy corridors with adjacent commercial 
and residential use. 

Site Elements include: the main park entrance, signage, furniture and lighting, art, 
three pavilions, restrooms, a flag monument, and playground equipment.  

Vegetation includes turf, mature shade trees, crepe myrtles, and a green backdrop on 
the east side of the park that serves a buffer between the park and the adjacent 
multifamily residential buildings. Snow Hinton Park is a very open park, with turf as the 
main source of vegetation. 

Views are important because people visit a park with their eyes before they enter. 
Snow Hinton Park is a “gateway park”, meaning it is the first green space people see 
when entering Tuscaloosa. Public utilities are on at least three sides of the park, and 
include a power transmission line. Views from the center of the park include open 
space and playground equipment. 

Mr. Provost explained data that was gathered for the site analysis, including utilities, views, 
circulation, slopes, grades, hydrology, and soil. All of these have been summarized in a 
visual format included in his presentation.  This analysis is the basis for determining which 
programming elements and features can actually fit within the park and are appropriate 
for the site.  The park is extremely flat with a 1% to 2% slope (handicap ramps have an 8% 
slope for comparison). Grade changes could be implemented in order to create interest 
and increase use. Increase in public use will also increase safety.  

Existing points of interest include the: park sign monument, flag monument, restroom 
pavilion, and large pavilion, all of which are along a barely perceivable ridgeline, the high 
point of the park. Based on the ridgeline and pedestrian circulation, there are four open 
spaces for potential programming: A) 7.6 acres to the northwest B) 7.1 acres to the 
southwest C) 1.75 acres to the east and D) 0.91 acres to the northeast. There are two 
parking lots on the site, one at the northeast (0.75 acres) and one at the southeast (1 acre). 
Combined, the parking lots have less than 200 spaces, which is low for a park of this size.  
Mr. Provost noted the high density of residential housing to the east and south of the park, 
but the challenge of safe pedestrian access. Although there are two crosswalks along 
Hargrove Road to the park, they are not well-used.  
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Mr. Provost discussed potential program elements, some of which could accentuate 
existing amenities and some that could be new. Walking and bicycling amenities, outdoor 
fitness, playground expansion, more picnic areas, additional pavilions, a splash pad, sport 
fields for pickup games, a dog park, water features, and community gardens were all 
mentioned as examples. Mr. Provost noted that splash pads and water features are 
extremely popular, but they are expensive to build and maintain. He asked for ideas from 
the subcommittee.   

Mayor Walt Maddox (City of Tuscaloosa) noted the desire for infrastructure improvements 
which could include moving 10th Avenue East (that runs through the park) to the east edge 
to allow for more space, and on the north edge of the park, a seamless connection to 13th 
Avenue East, which is between University Mall and Target. An infrastructure study is 
needed and could cost between $95,000 and $100,000. The Mayor questioned whether 
these infrastructure improvements should be paid from the General Fund or Elevate funds. 
This study would look at the roads and storm water system in and around the park.   

Mayor Maddox also mentioned the idea of a pedestrian bridge to cross McFarland 
Boulevard to connect residents of surrounding neighborhoods and nearby workers to the 
park. Mr. Provost said a pedestrian bridge is possible, but would require a grade change for 
handicapped access. The State of Alabama would have to approve such a crosswalk.  Karen 
Brooks (Advisory Council co-chair) noted that the University of Alabama has conducted 
several studies of pedestrian crosswalks and bridges and suggested utilizing that research 
to make the best educated decision. Amy Echols (subcommittee member) mentioned 
adding an art element to the pedestrian bridge.  

Chris England (Advisory Council co-chair) asked if there is a use for the park that is most 
conducive. Mr. Provost responded that he sees opportunities for passive recreation since 
that is how the park is being used currently. He also acknowledged that people come to the 
park to 1) use the open space to recreate and 2) gather, lounge, and watch people recreate. 
Mr. Provost explained that parks need functional spaces for both types of users.  

Lesley Bruinton (subcommittee member) asked if the pedestrian trail is completely paved 
and what the best surface is. Mr. Provost informed members that the entire trail is paved, 
although some areas are in need of maintenance. The best material for trails is concrete 
for its longevity and low maintenance, although it is the most expensive. Asphalt is also 
good but breaks down sooner than concrete.  Rubber surfacing and gravel are other 
options.  She also asked about the level of residential density in the area around the park.   

Tripp Powell (subcommittee member) expressed his desire to see the open green space 
remain intact. Members agreed that the 40-acre green space in the center of such 
commercial density is a rare asset. 
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River District Park 

Jason Walker (TTL) presented a concept plan for the River District Park. The park has yet to 
be officially named, but will be referred to as the River District Park in the meantime.  A 
copy of his presentation follows this synopsis as Attachment B.   

Mr. Walker provided historical renderings and photographs of the site from 1887, 1925, 
1956, 2006, 2010, and today. He noted that future developments around the site will 
include Homewood Suites, Western Riverwalk, and the Saban Center.  

The site challenges include: 

• Former landfill area 
• Sewer main on north side of site 
• Most of site lies within 100 Year FEMA Floodplain 
• Transmission lines running along Greensboro Avenue 
• Major buried communication line along Greensboro Avenue 
• Large city storm water sewer carrying downtown drainage through the site 
• Nearby Hugh Thomas Bridge and related state right-of-way 

Mayor Maddox noted that all of these challenges make this site undesirable to the private 
sector, which creates an opportunity for public use. He also noted the Bicentennial Event 
that was held at the Tuscaloosa Amphitheater in March 2019 which revealed the popularity 
of the site. Brendan Moore noted that the site is currently being used as a park informally.  

Mr. Walker outlined the initial project goals: 

• Provide 3.2-acre park amenity that supports the downtown-riverfront area  
• Provide safe pedestrian connectivity among the amphitheater, proposed Saban 

Center, and downtown 
• Develop riverfront element to allow close river-edge experience 
• Include abundant lighting and make light features a park element for night use 
• Relocate existing parking lots further south on the site 
• Accentuate the abandoned bridge abutment area 
• Replace the current “red roof” building 
• Provide a signature gateway feature for the area 
• Design in Spring 2020  
• Park to be managed by the city 

Mr. Walker also discussed a concept plan, which includes a gateway entrance, parking, an 
expanded plaza in front of the amphitheater, a pedestrian bridge, green space, restaurant 
space, restrooms, bridge abutment, and a riverfront plaza. It was noted that all renderings 
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that were presented are conceptual. The subcommittee will be included in the design 
phase at the appropriate time.  

Ms. Bruinton mentioned creating a designated space for food trucks to utilize the park. Mr. 
Walker agreed that it is best to plan for concepts like these in advance rather than 
incorporate them later. 

Chris England asked how the park would integrate with the Martin Luther King Jr. road 
construction that will widen the road beneath the nearby train trestle. Mayor Maddox 
expects the projects to align.  

Next Steps 

Barge Design Solutions will hold a public input workshop for Snow Hinton Park in the 
upcoming weeks (the city will publicize the meeting when a date is determined). They will 
return to the Parks and Recreation subcommittee after they collect public input and survey 
data to work on a concept plan.  City staff will come back to the subcommittee in the future 
to follow up on an infrastructure review of the Snow Hinton Park site. 

The Parks and Recreation subcommittee will reconvene on February 13 at City Hall.  

 





Snow Hinton Park

Master Plan Meeting
J a n u a r y  2 0 2 0

ATTACHMENT A



Agenda

• Review the Process
• Existing Park Inventory

• Circulation
• Site Elements
• Vegetation
• Views

• Site Analysis 
• Program Input

ATTACHMENT A



Review of 
Planning Process

ATTACHMENT A



Planning Process Phases

Steering 
Committee 
Meetings

Site Inventory
and Analysis

Public Input 
Workshop

Concept Development 
Phase

Park Master Plan 
Phase

DATA 
COLLECTION

STAKEHOLDER 
INPUT

MASTER PLAN 
DEVELOPMENT

ATTACHMENT A



Existing
Site Features

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Aerial View

ATTACHMENT A



Circulation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Pedestrian Circulation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Pedestrian Circulation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Pedestrian Circulation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Pedestrian Circulation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Vehicular Circulation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Vehicular Circulation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Vehicular Circulation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Circulation

ATTACHMENT A



Site Elements

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Site Elements

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Site Elements

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Site Elements

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Site Elements

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Site Elements

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Site Elements

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Site Elements

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Site Elements

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Site Elements

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Site Elements

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Site Elements

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Site Elements

ATTACHMENT A



Vegetation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Vegetation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Vegetation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Vegetation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Vegetation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Vegetation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Vegetation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Vegetation

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Vegetation

ATTACHMENT A



Views

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Views

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Views

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Views

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Views

ATTACHMENT A



Snow Hinton Park – Views

ATTACHMENT A



Site
Analysis

ATTACHMENT A



Insert Site Analysis Map

ATTACHMENT A



Potential
Program Elements

ATTACHMENT A



Potential Programming Elements
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Potential Programming Elements
Picnic Areas and Pavilions

Source: Barge Design Solutions
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Potential Programming Elements
Splash Pads and Playgrounds

Image Credit:  Barge Design Solutions
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Potential Programming Elements
Sports Fields

Source: dallasparksfoundation.org/free-youth-soccer-clinic
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Potential Programming Elements
Water Features

Source: Barge Design Solutions
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RIVER DISTRICT PARK

Concept Plan Review

January 15, 2020

RIVER DISTRICT PARK

PRESENTATION OUTLINE

1. Site Review (Conditions and History)
2. Initial Project Goals 
3. Concept Plan
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RIVER DISTRICT PARK

SITE REVIEW
(Conditions and History)

RIVER DISTRICT PARK

SITE REVIEW:  1887 Tuscaloosa Perspective
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RIVER DISTRICT PARK

SITE REVIEW:  1925 Stallworth Lake Photo

RIVER DISTRICT PARK

SITE REVIEW:  Trash!
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RIVER DISTRICT PARK

SITE REVIEW:  1956 Aerial Photo

RIVER DISTRICT PARK

SITE REVIEW:  2006 Aerial
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RIVER DISTRICT PARK

SITE REVIEW:  2010 Aerial

RIVER DISTRICT PARK

SITE REVIEW:  Current Site Aerial
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RIVER DISTRICT PARK

SITE REVIEW:  Homewood Suites COMING SOON!

RIVER DISTRICT PARK

SITE REVIEW:  Western Riverwalk COMING SOON!
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RIVER DISTRICT PARK

SITE REVIEW:  Saban Center COMING SOON!

RIVER DISTRICT PARK

Site Challenges:
1. Former City landfill area.

2. Line A Sewer Main on north side of site

3. Most of site lies within 100 Year FEMA Floodplain

4. Transmission Lines running along old Greensboro Avenue

5. Major buried communication line along old Greensboro Avenue

6. Large City storm sewer carrying downtown drainage through the site 

7. Hugh Thomas Bridge structure and right-of-way
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RIVER DISTRICT PARK

INITIAL PROJECT GOALS

RIVER DISTRICT PARK

Project Goals:
1. Provide community park amenity that supports emerging River District area. (3.2 Acres)

2. Provide safe pedestrian connectivity from amp, proposed Saban Center and downtown.

3. Develop riverfront element to allow close river edge experience

4. Include abundant lighting and make light features a park element for night use.

5. Relocate existing parking lots further south on the site.

6. Accentuate the abandoned bridge abutment area / Replace current “red roof” building.

7. Provide a signature gateway feature for the district.

8. Design Spring 2020.  Managed by the City.
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RIVER DISTRICT PARK

AREA REVIVAL?:  Stallworth Lake Advertisement

RIVER DISTRICT PARK

CONCEPT PLAN
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RIVER DISTRICT PARK

RIVER DISTRICT PARK
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RIVER DISTRICT PARK

RIVER DISTRICT PARK
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RIVER DISTRICT PARK

CONCEPT PLAN:  Perspective Rendering (from Bridge)

RIVER DISTRICT PARK
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RIVER DISTRICT PARK

RIVER DISTRICT PARK
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RIVER DISTRICT PARK

RIVER DISTRICT PARK
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